Endobronchial Watanabe Spigot Placement for a Secondary Pneumothorax.
Although bevacizumab has several adverse effects, pneumothorax is rare. This is the first case of initial treatment using an Endobronchial Watanabe Spigot (EWS) for pneumothorax after bevacizumab-containing chemotherapy. A 56-year-old woman with recurrent breast cancer was treated with bevacizumab. Pneumothorax occurred 6 days after the last administration of bevacizumab. The pneumothorax failed to resolve after the chest tube drainage. This was because the bronchopleural fistula formed at the site of the subpleural metastatic lesion. Patient was in need of a surgical repair of the bronchopleural fistula, which could not be carried out due to the recent bevacizumab administration. After the insertion of the EWS, the air leak stopped immediately. A lobectomy was successfully performed for the recurrent pneumothorax and for the resection of the metastatic lung lesion; at a most appropriate duration since the chemotherapy. EWS is useful as the initial palliation of pneumothorax after the treatment with medication causing delayed wound healing.